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SOUTH WEST SEXUAL ABUSE COUNSELLING SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE 

Statement by Minister for Community Development 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Community Development) [12.07 pm]:  I am pleased to 
inform the house that the Carpenter government has allocated funding of $668 000 in the 2006-07 state budget to 
strengthen counselling for children and young people in the south west who are affected by sexual abuse.  The 
greater Bunbury and Peel regions are two high-growth, high-need areas and the Department for Community 
Development, through its planning processes, has noted the need for an increased range of services in these 
localities.  This funding will enable children and young people to receive professional, caring support, as well as 
help families deal with the challenges involved with child sexual abuse. 

The Carpenter government recognises that it is vitally important to make sure that the needs of families outside 
the metropolitan area are properly addressed.  I note that family counselling and domestic violence response 
services have been doing their best to assist with the demands of this type of service, even though they have not 
been specifically funded or equipped to do so.  The funding of these new services will complement other 
government initiatives in addressing the effects of child abuse in the Bunbury and Peel regions and will expand 
the department’s child sexual abuse treatment services program.  Through this program, the department currently 
funds its services in the Perth metropolitan area, one in Geraldton and a part-time service in Bunbury.  The 
department is also developing three new services in the north of the state in partnership with Aboriginal 
communities.  The new funding builds on previous child sexual abuse treatment allocations.  In the 2002-03 
budget, $1.6 million was allocated over four years for child sexual abuse counselling, treatment and support for 
Aboriginal people.  This government is providing a total of more than $140 million in new funding to the 
Department for Community Development, which is the single biggest budget allocation of additional funding in 
the history of the department and its predecessors.   

I thank Hon Adele Farina, MLC, for working so hard to make sure that the needs of her constituents were 
recognised.  I also acknowledge the interest that the member for Bunbury has in this issue.  The Carpenter 
government is committed to caring for our children and is a government that listens.   
 


